The New Covenant

Hebrews 9:11-15

“But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the
greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of
this creation. Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own
blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal
redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer,
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to
serve the living God? And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new
covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions
under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise
of the eternal inheritance.”  (Hebrews 9:11-15 NKj)

I. God enters into covenants with His people.

a. Contracts have more to do with the mind

“Then Laban said to Jacob, ‘Because you are my relative, should you
therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what should your wages be?’
Now Laban had two daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and
the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were delicate, but
Rachel was beautiful of form and appearance. Now Jacob loved
Rachel; so he said, ‘| will serve you seven years for Rachel your
younger daughter’ And Laban said, ‘It is better that | give her to you
than that | should give her to another man. Stay with me.””

(Genesis 29:15-19 NK])

b. Covenants have more to do with the heart.

“You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your strength. And these words which | command
you today shall be in your heart”  (Deuteronomy 6:5-6 NK])



I1. God’s covenant requires sacrifice.
a. The old covenant had animal sacrifice.

“And you shall say to them, ‘This is the offering made by fire which you
shall offer to the LORD: two male lambs in their first year without
blemish, day by day, as a regular burnt offering”” (Numbers 28:3 NK])

b.The new covenant had Jesus as the sacrifice.

“Previously saying, ‘Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for
sin You did not desire, nor had pleasure in them’ (which are offered
according to the law), then He said, ‘Behold, | have come to do Your will,
O God’ He takes away the first that He may establish the second. By
that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of
Jesus Christ once for all. “ (Hebrews 10:8-10 NK])

I1l. God’s covenant still requires obedience.

“So Samuel said:*Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better
than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.” (I Samuel 15:22 NK])

“...saying, ‘Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not
My will, but Yours, be done.”” (Luke 22:42 NK])
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