... the Good Shepherd.

“I tell you the truth, anyone who sneaks over the wall of a sheepfold, rather
than going through the gate, must surely be a thief and a robber! But the
one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep recognize his voice and
come to him. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. After he
has gathered his own flock, he walks ahead of them, and they follow him
because they know his voice. They won’t follow a stranger; they will run from
him because they don’t know his voice.” ...
“l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep.
A hired hand will run when he sees a wolf coming. He will abandon the
sheep because they don’t belong to him and he isn’t their shepherd. And so
the wolf attacks them and scatters the flock. The hired hand runs away
because he’s working only for the money and doesn’t really care about the
sheep. 1 am the good shepherd; | know my own sheep, and they know me,
just as my Father knows me and | know the Father. So | sacrifice my life for
the sheep. | have other sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. | must
bring them also. They will listen to my voice, and there will be one flock with
one shepherd. “The Father loves me because | sacrifice my life so | may
take it back again. No one can take my life from me. | sacrifice it voluntarily.
For | have the authority to lay it down when | want to and also to take it
up again. For this is what my Father has commanded.””

(John 10:1-5,11-18 NLT)

I. Jesus claimed to be the ‘“good shepherd.”
a. The good shepherd knows his sheep and they know him.

“He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out...they
follow him because they know his voice...| know my own sheep,
and they know me” (John 10: 3-4, 14)

“...we know that the Son of God has come, and he has given us
understanding so that we can know the true God. And now we
live in fellowship with the true God because we live in
fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ. He is the only true God,
and he is eternal life” (I John 5:20 NLT)

b. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep.

“The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep. A hired
hand will run when he sees a wolf coming. He will abandon the
sheep because they don’t belong to him and he isn’t their
shepherd. And so the wolf attacks them and scatters the flock.
The hired hand runs away because he’s working only for the
money and doesn’t really care about the sheep.” (John 10:11-13)

“...the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45 NLT)



c. The good shepherd leads his sheep where they need to go.

“After he has gathered his own flock, he walks ahead of them.”
(John 10:4)

“The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want. He makes me to lie
down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. He
restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness For
His name’s sake. Yea, though | walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, | will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod
and Your staff, they comfort me.You prepare a table before me in
the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup
runs over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days
of my life; And | will dwell in the house of the Lord Forever.”
(Psalm 23:1-6 NKJV)

d. The good shepherd rescues lost sheep.

“l have other sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. | must bring
them also. They will listen to my voice, and there will be one flock
with one shepherd.” (John 10:16)

“Jesus told them this story: ‘If a man has a hundred sheep and one
of them gets lost, what will he do? Won’t he leave the ninety-nine
others in the wilderness and go to search for the one that is lost
until he finds it? And when he has found it, he will joyfully carry it
home on his shoulders. When he arrives, he will call together his
friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me because | have found
my lost sheep. In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over
one lost sinner who repents and returns to God than over
ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away!"”
(Luke 15:3-7 NLT)

2. We must each decide whether or not we will trust Jesus and
follow him.

“When he said these things, the people were again divided in their
opinions about him. Some said, ‘He’s demon possessed and out of his
mind. Why listen to a man like that?” Others said, ‘This doesn’t sound
like 2 man possessed by a demon! Can a demon open the eyes of the
blind?””  (John 10:19-21 NLT)

“Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our
Maker; for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the
flock under his care. Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your
hearts...” (Psalm 95:6-8 NIV)

“Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth! Worship the Lord with
gladness. Come before him, singing with joy. Acknowledge that the
Lord is God! He made us, and we are his. We are his people, the
sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his
courts with praise. Give thanks to him and praise his name. For the
Lord is good. His unfailing love continues forever;, and his faithfulness
continues to each generation.” (Psalm 100:1-5 NLT)
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Want to hear the sermon again? Pick up a CD at the Welcome Desk
in the Atrium, watch online at frazerumc.org/media,

or download the Podcast at frazerumc.org/podcast.



