WEEK 6
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...the Resurrection and the Life.

Jesus hates death and came to do something about it.

“Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if only you had been here, my brother
would not have died. But even now | know that God will give you
whatever you ask. Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again. ‘Yes,
Martha said, ‘he will rise when everyone else rises, at the last day’
Jesus told her; ‘l am the resurrection and the life. Anyone
who believes in me will live, even after dying. Everyone
who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die. Do
you believe this, Martha?’ ‘Yes, Lord,” she told him.‘l have
always believed you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who
has come into the world from God....When Jesus saw her
weeping and saw the other people wailing with her, a deep
anger welled up within Him, and He was deeply troubled.
‘Where have you put him? He asked them. They told him, ‘Lord,
come and see! Then Jesus wept. The people who were standing
nearby said, ‘See how much He loved him!” But some said, ‘This
man healed a blind man. Couldn’t He have kept Lazarus from
dying? Jesus was still angry as he arrived at the tomb, a cave with
a stone rolled across its entrance. ‘Roll the stone aside, Jesus told
them. But Martha, the dead man’s sister, protested, ‘Lord,
he has been dead for four days. The smell will be terrible.
Jesus responded, ‘Didn’t | tell you that you would see God’s glory if
you believe? So they rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up
to heaven and said, ‘Father, thank you for hearing me.You always
hear me, but | said it out loud for the sake of all these people
standing here, so that they will believe you sent me. Then Jesus
shouted, ‘Lazarus, come out!” And the dead man came out, his
hands and feet bound in grave clothes, his face wrapped in a head
cloth. Jesus told them, ‘Unwrap him and let him go!"”

(John 11:21-44 NLT)

Jesus IS the resurrection and the life.

“Then the angel spoke to the women. ‘Don’t be afraid!’ he said. ‘|
know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He isn’t here!

He is risen from the dead, just as He said would happen!
(Matthew 28:5-6 NLT)

“I am the living one. | died, but look—1 am alive forever and ever!
And | hold the keys of death and the grave.”
(Revelation 1:18 NLT)



“Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us
and was raised to life for us, and He is sitting in the place of honor at
God’s right hand, pleading for us. Can anything ever separate us from
Christ’s love?...No...I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us
from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow —not
even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power
in the sky above or in the earth below —indeed, nothing in all
creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is
revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:34-39 NLT)

3. Do you believe this?

a. Some people refused to believe in Jesus even after He raised
Lazarus from the dead.

“Many of the people who were with Mary believed in Jesus when
they saw (Lazarus raised from the dead). But some went to the
Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. Then the leading
priests and Pharisees called the high council together. ‘What are we
going to do?’ they asked each other. ‘This man certainly performs
many miraculous signs. If we allow Him to go on like this, soon
everyone will believe in Him. Then the Roman army will come and
destroy both our Temple and our nation....So from that time on,
the Jewish leaders began to plot Jesus’ death... Then the leading
priests decided to kill Lazarus, too, for it was because of him that
many of the people had deserted them and believed in Jesus.”
(John 11:12:10-11 NLT)

* Some didn’t believe because it meant they would have to
change.

b. Some people refused to believe in Jesus even after He rose from
the dead Himself.

“One of the disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was not with
the others when Jesus came. They told him, ‘We have seen the
Lord!” But he replied, ‘l won’t believe it unless | see the nail
wounds in His hands, put my fingers into them, and place my hand
into the wound in His side. Eight days later the disciples were
together again, and this time Thomas was with them. The doors
were locked; but suddenly, as before, Jesus was standing among
them. ‘Peace be with you, He said. Then He said to Thomas, ‘Put
your finger here, and look at my hands. Put your hand into the
wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!” ‘My Lord
and my God! Thomas exclaimed. Then Jesus told him, “You believe
because you have seen me. Blessed are those who believe without
seeing me!”  (John 20:24-29 NLT)

* Some didn’t believe because they didn’t trust the word of those
who saw Jesus.
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Want to hear the sermon again? Pick up a CD at the Welcome Desk
in the Atrium, watch online at frazerumc.org/media,

or download the Podcast at frazerumc.org/podcast.



