WEEK 2

Dear (Fod...

Does the church mnmatter?

I. God wants us to be part of his family.

“(God) has given us the privilege of being born again so that we are now
members of God’s own family.” (| Peter I:3 LB)

“His unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into his own family by
bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. And this gave him great
pleasure” (Ephesians 1:5 NLT)

. The church is God’s family on earth.

“God’s family is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of
the truth” (I Timothy 3:15b GW)

A. We are committed to each other.

“Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the
church that day —about 3,000 in all. All the believers devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in
meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. A deep sense of awe
came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs
and wonders. And all the believers met together in one place and shared
everything they had. They sold their property and possessions and
shared the money with those in need. They worshiped together at the
Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their
meals with great joy and generosity — all the while praising God and
enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to
their fellowship those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:41-47 NLT)
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B. We accept and forgive each other.

“Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the
company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all!”
(Romans 12:16 NLT)

“Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends
you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.”
(Colossians 3:13 NLT)

C.We encourage each other and help each other grow.

“Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is
to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of
Christ. This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and
knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up
to the full and complete standard of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-13 NLT)

“Think of ways to encourage one another to outbursts of love and good
deeds. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but
encourage and warn each other, especially now that the day of his coming
back again is drawing near”” (Hebrews 10:24-25 NLT)
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Want to watch or hear the sermon again? Pick up a CD at the
Welcome Desk in the Atrium, watch online at frazerumc.org/media,
or download the Podcast at frazerumc.org/podcast.



