WEEK 5

Dear (7od...

If you're so good, why do I hurt so bad?

We live in a fallen world that has been cursed because of sin.

““l will sharpen the pain of your pregnancy, and in pain you will give birth. And
you will desire to control your husband, but he will rule over you! And to the
man He said, ‘Since you listened to your wife and ate from the tree whose fruit
| commanded you not to eat, the ground is cursed because of you.All your life
you will struggle to scratch a living from it. It will grow thorns and thistles for
you, though you will eat of its grains. By the sweat of your brow will you have
food to eat until you return to the ground from which you were made. For you
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were made from dust, and to dust you will return.” (Genesis 3:16-19 NLT)

“When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death
spread to everyone, for everyone sinned” (Romans 5:12 NLT)

“Against its will, all creation was subjected to God's curse. But with eager hope,
the creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in
glorious freedom from death and decay. For we know that all creation has been
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.”

(Romans 8:20-22 NLT)

“And you will hear of wars and threats of wars, but don’t panic.Yes, these things
must take place, but the end won’t follow immediately. Nation will go to war
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and
earthquakes in many parts of the world. But all this is only the first of the birth
pains, with more to come.” (Matthew 24:6-8 NLT)

. Much of the pain and suffering in the world can be traced directly to

the evil choices people make.

“A man reaps what he sows.The one who sows to please his sinful nature,
from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit,
from the Spirit will reap eternal life” (Galatians 6:7-8 NIV)

“What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t they come from the
evil desires at war within you? You want what you don'’t have, so you scheme
and kill to get it.You are jealous of what others have, but you can’t get it, so
you fight and wage war to take it away from them.” (James 4:1-2 NLT)

I1.We have a powerful enemy, the Devil, who is tirelessly seeking to

destroy us.

“...there was war in heaven. Michael and the angels under his command fought
the dragon and his angels. And the dragon lost the battle and was forced out
of heaven. This great dragon—the ancient serpent called the Devil, or Satan,
the one deceiving the whole world--was thrown down to the earth with all his
angels”  (Revelation 12:7-9 NLT)



“Be careful! Watch out for attacks from the Devil, your great enemy. He prowls
around like a roaring lion, looking for some victim to devour. Take a firm stand
against him, and be strong in your faith. Remember that Christians all over the
world are going through the same kind of suffering you are””

(I Peter 5:8-9 NLT)

“The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy” (John 10:10 NLT)
IV. God is stronger than evil.
a. God understands our suffering, pain and sorrow.

“Therefore, it was necessary for Him to be made in every respect like us, His
brothers and sisters, so that He could be our merciful and faithful High Priest
before God. Then He could offer a sacrifice that would take away the sins of
the people. Since He Himself has gone through suffering and testing, He is
able to help us when we are being tested” (Hebrews 2:17-18 NLT)

b. God sent His Son to conquer sin and death at infinite cost to Himself.

“For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God's glorious standard. Yet
God, with undeserved kindness, declares that we are righteous. He did this
through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins. For
God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God
when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood.”

(Romans 3:23-26 NLT)

“Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart,
because | have overcome the world”  (John 16:33 NLT)

c. God will set things right forever in the end.

“Then the devil, who had deceived them, was thrown into the fiery lake of
burning sulfur...(he) will be tormented day and night forever and ever”
(Revelation 20:10 NLT)

“Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old
earth had disappeared...| heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, ‘Look,
the home of God is now among His people! He will live with them, and they
will be His people. God himself will be with them. He will remove all of their
sorrows, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. For
the old world and its evils are gone forever! And the one sitting on the
throne said, ‘Look, | am making all things new!” And then He said to me,

‘Write this down, for what | tell you is trustworthy and true!
(Revelation 21:1-5 NLT)

“For this world is not our home; we are looking forward to our city in
heaven, which is yet to come.” (Hebrews 13:14 NLT)
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Want to watch or hear the sermon again? Pick up a CD at the
Welcome Desk in the Atrium, watch online at frazerumc.org/media,
or download the Podcast at frazerumc.org/podcast.



