Deal or No Deal?

Mark 8:31-38

I. Jesus knew the price He had to pay to obey God.

“And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many
things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and
be killed, and after three days rise again. He spoke this word openly.
Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him.”

(Mark 8:31-32 NKJV)

* Jesus knew the death He was about to face for you and did it
anyway. That proves His love for you.

Il. We must count the cost of following Jesus.

“But Jesus said to them, ‘You do not know what you ask.Are you able
to drink the cup that | drink, and be baptized with the baptism that |
am baptized with?”” (Mark 10:38 NKJV)

“Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to
Him, ‘Lord, | will follow You wherever You go.’And Jesus said to him,
‘Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man
has nowhere to lay His head’Then He said to another, ‘Follow Me.” But
he said, ‘Lord, let me first go and bury my father. Jesus said to him, ‘Let
the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of
God.’ And another also said, ‘Lord, | will follow You, but let me first go
and bid them farewell who are at my house.” But Jesus said to him, ‘No
one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the
kingdom of God.”” (Luke 9:57-62 NKJV)
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“When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to
them, ‘Whoever desires to come dfter Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what will it
profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will
a man give in exchange for his soul?”” (Mark 8:34-37 NKJV)

* We can’t count the cost without considering the benefits.

I1l. The decision is yours: Deal or No Deal?

“Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying,

‘This is the way, walk in it;

Whenever you turn to the right hand

Or whenever you turn to the left””  (Isaiah 30:21 NKJV)

“lesus said to him,‘l am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.” (John 14:6 NKJV)

Rev. Robert Spicer | March 7,2010
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