FriDAY FEBRUARY 17, 2012

Life-Saving Standards
£ IITIMOTHY 3:15-17

In 1904 a horrible fire consumed much of Baltimore. 1,500 buildings
were destroyed over 70 city blocks. The fire lasted for two days. When the
firemen first arrived, though the fire was small, they knew that they would
need help to contain it because of the high winds. They called for help
from neighboring towns. Firefighters from Washington, D.C. arrived but
they were of little help because their fire hose couplings would not fit the
fire hydrants. Firemen from other communities arrived and had the same
problem. Each town had its own standards for fire equipment, and their
equipment was useless in Baltimore. A fire that could have been contained
burned 1,500 buildings because there was no fire equipment standard.
Shortly after that fire, Congress enacted national standards for all fire
equipment and hydrants.

We all need standards to live by. Chaos occurs where there are no standards
or when every group decides its own standards. God has given us a standard
to live by—the Bible. It is the word of God. Don't get confused by the different
standards being offered in our culture. Live by the standards of God’s word
and you will never get lost.

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 18, 2012

Prayer of a Ready Heart
£ PSALM 139:23

My daily devotional time begins with a reading from a booklet called The
Valley of Vision. It is collection of Puritan prayers. I have found these prayers
very powerful. There is one prayer that I read every day right before I read
the Bible. This prayer prepares my heart to receive the word of the Lord. I
commend it to you:

“I thank thee for the holy Scriptures, their precepts, promises, directions,
light. In them may I learn more of Christ, be enabled to retain his truth, and
have the grace to follow it. Help me lift up the gates of my soul that he may
come in and show me himself when I search the scriptures. By his aid may
I be enabled to explore all its truths, love them with all my heart, embrace
them with all my power, engraft them into my life. Bless to my soul all
grains of truth garnered from thy Word that they may take deep root. From
it show me how my words have often been unfaithful to thee, injurious to
my fellow men, empty of grace, and full of folly. Then write thy own words
upon my heart and inscribe them on my lips; so shall all glory be to thee in
my reading of thy word!”
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SANCTUARY EDITION
W TRANSFORMING THOUGHT

If your path is leading you to
fewer friends who are “sinners,’
you may not be following Jesus.

YEARLY BIBLE READING PLAN
In addition to the daily readings in this guide, you can read the
following chapters to go through the whole Bible in a year:
d Acts 7-9 1 Prov. 10:17-32
Tuesday, February 14 1 Acts 10-12 O Prov. 11:1-15
Wednesday, February 15 0 Acts 13-15 4 Prov. 11:16-31
Thursday, February 16 1 Acts 16-18 U Prov. 12:1-14
0 Acts 19-21 U Prov. 12:15-28
O Acts 22-25 4 Prov. 13:1-12

Monday, February 13

Friday, February 17
Saturday, February 18

1 MEMORY VERSE

On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the
healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have
not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

MARK 2:17 NIV
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

Prelude: Praise to the Lord the Almighty........c.ccovvccvnecucns Timothy Wilson
Welcome to WOISHIP .....cccueeecureericinerrecineeneennensenesnesnenenne Rev. Patrick Quinn
Call to Worship: To God Be the GlIOry..........cccveeeeoneeeneveneeesevrresrineseans Choir, 8 a.m.

Clap Your Hands ........ Pre-K &Kindergarten Choir 9:30 & 11
Hymn Medley: #64 Holy, Holy, Holy, / Revelation Song .......... Congregation
Special Music: Jesus Is All the World t0 Me ........c.ococveevevcenenencenencrcenennene Choir
Special MUsSicC: Jesus LOVES ME ......cuecureureeureeneeireinicireineeineineeenennene First Light
Announcements, Prayer and Call for Offering.................... Rev. Rusty Taylor
Offertory: It Is Well.........cccucueueininininineniccsese e Orchestra
DOXOOZY ..ot Congregation
SEIMION. ..ttt a b es bbb ns Rev. Patrick Quinn
Hymn #396: O Jesus, I Have Promised.............c.ocoveveuniuveceneucnnn. Congregation
BenediCtion .......ccueueueueiirieietereeeeei e Rev. Patrick Quinn
Postlude: PoStUAIUM.............cocuiuiiiiiiriciccicicccccces Timothy Wilson

Acolytes serving in the Sanctuary this Sunday are Cara and Carli Culpepper at
9:30 a.m., and Kayla Holley and Sara Grace Merrill at 11 a.m.

Going Through The Roof!

Mark 2:1-12  When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it

was reported that he was at home. So many gathered around that there was

no longer room for them, not even in front of the door; and he was speaking
the word to them. Then some people came, bringing to him a paralyzed man,
carried by four of them. And when they could not bring him to Jesus because
of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through
it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw their faith,
he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven” Now some of the scribes
were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, “Why does this fellow speak

in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” At once
Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions among
themselves; and he said to them, “Why do you raise such questions in your
hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven, or to say,
‘Stand up and take your mat and walk’? But so that you may know that the Son
of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” —he said to the paralytic— “I
say to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your home” And he stood up,
and immediately took the mat and went out before all of them; so that they
were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen anything like
this!” (NRSV)
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Consider:

When Jesus sees our faith, what exactly does He see?

Conversation:

In this story Jesus sees people:

1. Going through the
Mark 2:2

2. Going through the
Mark 2:6-7

3. Going through the !
Mark 2:3-5, 10-12

Challenge:
When Jesus sees your faith, what exactly does He see?

Rev. Patrick M. Quinn
Email: patrick@frazerumc.org
Blog: www.offerchrist.com

SPREAD THE WORD

Hear today’s message again and share it with a friend. Pick up a CD in the
Atrium, watch on WFRZ TV or online at frazerumc.org/media, or download
the podcast at frazerumc.org/podcast.

MoNDAY FEBRUARY 13, 2012

Detachment
= MARK 2:14-16

The name Levi, in Hebrew, means “attached.” One day, Jesus approached Levi,
a tax collector, and invited him to follow. When Levi left his tax collection
booth and decided to follow Jesus, he left everything he was attached to. He
left his attachment to his job, his livelihood, where fellow Jews hated him
because he worked for the Romans. He left an attachment to a life where
his only friends were the Roman guards who protected the booth from
thieves. He left his attachment to a life where he was considered an outcast,
a swindler, a sinner, a person unfit to even go to synagogue.

Levi, the “attached,” left it all to follow Jesus. And in his following, Jesus
gave him a new life, a new purpose, new friends and a new heart. Jesus also
gave him a new name - Matthew — which means “gift of God” When we
follow Christ, we leave behind things we are attached to. Some of these
attachments are bad habits, friends who are not good for us, sins we like,
and thoughts that bind us. When we follow Christ, He frees us to receive the
many gifts He has for us — the most precious being the gift of God himself.

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 14, 2012

More than a Feeling
£ | CORINTHIANS 13:4-7

Years ago we had a 15 year-old baby-sitter named Megan. She was telling me
about her boyfriend and how in love they were. I asked her, “How do you
know you are in love?” She said, “T just feel so good when I am with him?” I
thought, “Yuk!” Pizza makes you feel good when you are hungry. A warm
bath makes you feel good when you are tired. Is that what love is, whatever
makes you feel good? Is love just a warm, fuzzy feeling?

In John 15:12 Jesus commands us to love each other. He doesn't say “my
desire for you, my hope for you, my prayer for you” is that you love each
other; he commands us to love each other. Sure, love has romance and sweet
feeling, but it is also an act of the will. Sometimes you don't feel like loving
but Jesus says love anyway. Love is not always easy.

Love one another in the same way Jesus loves you: sacrificially, unselfishly,
unconditionally and forever. Love will never end and never die when you love
like Jesus. Together, with the people you love the most, read I Corinthians 13
today and love like that.

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 15, 2012

Light in the Darkness
£ MARK 2:17

Jesus got slammed with criticism because He hung around sinners. His
response to His critics was, “Healthy people do not need a doctor, sick
people do. I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but
those who know they are sinners.”

Jesus knew it was risky to His reputation but He knew the lost and hurting
are not reached by throwing stones from a distance. He ate with sinners. He
touched sinners. He was a friend of sinners. It is good news that Jesus loves
sinners like you and me!

Amy Grant was deeply criticized when she moved from a purely Gospel
music world into the secular world. She was hanging with sinners. She
talked about the pain she felt from the criticism of other Christians. I love
her response: “Some people think I should stand in the light and give my
witness. I believe God has called me to go stand in the dark and shine the
light”

We have to take the light into this dark world. I hope we all get criticized by
others for associating with sinners. We will be in the company of Jesus and
doing the work He calls us to do.

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 16, 2012

So Much to Celebrate
= LUKE 15:7

Levi is walking away from the tax collector’s booth. One might think he
would become worried, anxious with the realization that he had just quit his
job and had no income. But, just the opposite happened. Levi, walking away
from his job, feels the love and peace of God for the first time. Can’t you see
him shake his head as if to clear out the cobwebs, smile a big grin, throw
his arm over Jesus’ shoulder and say, “Let’s have a party!” The weight of the
world has just dropped from Levi’s shoulders, and he wants to celebrate.

When the prodigal son came home, his father threw him a party, too. When
the woman found the lost coin, she called in her neighbors to celebrate.
Revelation teaches us that one day there will be a huge feast, a celebration, in
Heaven. When Jesus comes into a life, the heart wants to celebrate. Are you
inviting Jesus to a party — every day — where you celebrate the peace, security
and love of God, the fact that you are God’s child, a citizen of heaven and

co-heirs with Christ? We have so much to celebrate!



