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,&k “Peer’’-cing Pressure
Mark 15:6-15

“Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom
they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had
committed murder during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask
Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Then he answered them, ‘Do you
want me to release for you the King of the Jews?’ For he realized that it was out
of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred
up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them
again, ‘Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the
Jews?’They shouted back, ‘Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, ‘Why, what evil has he
done?’ But they shouted all the more, ‘Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the
crowd, released Barabbas for them; and dfter flogging Jesus, he handed him over
to be crucified.

I. External Anxiety

Philippians 4:6 “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God.” (NRSV)

2. Mindless Acceptance

2 Corinthians |1:3 “But | am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by
its cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a
sincere and pure devotion to Christ” (NRSV)

| Peter 1:13 “Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline
yourselves; set all your hope on the grace that Jesus Christ
will bring you when he is revealed.” (NRSV)
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3. Conforming Action

Romans 12:2 “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern
what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and
perfect.”” (NRSV)

Luke 9:23 “Then he said to them all,‘If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves and take up their cross daily and
follow me.” (NRSV)

4. Piercing Assurance

Isaiah 52:7 “How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.’” (NRSV)

Romans 8:32 “He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for
all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else?”
(NRSV)

Easter Reflection: Where do you find yourself swallowed up by the things
of this world? What are some ways that you conform to today’s culture?
What are some ways that you can be transformed by being “in” and not “of”
the world?
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