A Determined Witness
Acts 28:23-31 (NKJV)

“So when they had appointed him a day, many came to him at his
lodging, to whom he explained and solemnly testified of the kingdom
of God, persuading them concerning Jesus from both the Law of
Moses and the Prophets, from morning till evening. And some were
persuaded by the things which were spoken, and some disbelieved.
So when they did not agree among themselves, they departed after
Paul had said one word: “The Holy Spirit spoke rightly through Isaiah
the prophet to our fathers, saying,

‘Go to this people and say:

“Hearing you will hear, and shall not understand;

And seeing you will see, and not perceive;

For the hearts of this people have grown dull.

Their ears are hard of hearing,

And their eyes they have closed,

Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears,
Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn,

)

So that | should heal them!

‘Therefore let it be known to you that the salvation of God has been
sent to the Gentiles, and they will hear it!” And when he had said
these words, the Jews departed and had a great dispute among
themselves. Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented
house, and received all who came to him, preaching the kingdom of
God and teaching the things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ
with all confidence, no one forbidding him.”

I. Sometimes our witness lands us in a storm.

“And the soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them
should swim away and escape. But the centurion, wanting to save
Paul, kept them from their purpose, and commanded that those
who could swim should jump overboard first and get to land, and
the rest, some on boards and some on parts of the ship. And so it
was that they all escaped safely to land.” (Acts 27:42-44 NKJV)

“Now when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the
prisoners to the captain of the guard; but Paul was permitted to
dwell by himself with the soldier who guarded him.”

(Acts 28:16 NKJV)



Il. Feelings of isolation are not uncommon when you are
witnessing to the truth.

“And it came to pass after three days that Paul called the leaders of
the Jews together. So when they had come together, he said to them:
‘Men and brethren, though | have done nothing against our people or
the customs of our fathers, yet | was delivered as a prisoner from
Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans, who, when they had
examined me, wanted to let me go, because there was no cause for
putting me to death. But when the Jews spoke against it, | was
compelled to appeal to Caesar, not that | had anything of which to
accuse my nation. For this reason therefore | have called for you, to
see you and speak with you, because for the hope of Israel | am
bound with this chain.” (Acts 28:17-20 NKJV)

“If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother,
wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he
cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:26 NKJV)

I1l. We have to preach to whoever will listen.

“And whoever will not receive you nor hear your words, when you
depart from that house or city, shake off the dust from your feet.”
(Matthew 10:14 NKJV)

“‘Therefore let it be known to you that the salvation of God has
been sent to the Gentiles, and they will hear it!” And when he had
said these words, the Jews departed and had a great dispute among
themselves. Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented
house, and received all who came to him, preaching the kingdom of
God and teaching the things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ
with all confidence, no one forbidding him.”  (Acts 28:28-31 NKJV)
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